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The 1997 Trade and Development Report examines trends in the international economy with par-
ticular reference to developing countries, comparing current and past performances and assessing pros-
pects for future development.  It sheds light on the pressing policy issues facing developing countries
and the wider international community.

Drawing upon themes set at the ninth session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD), as well as on the work of the United Nations Regional Commissions and of
the Specialized Agencies, this year�s report focuses on the growing income gaps among and within
countries.

Achieving more equitable growth remains a central aim of the work of the United Nations on
development.  This Report illuminates the key role played by investment in achieving rapid growth, as
well as the contribution that appropriate government policies can make.  A partnership between the
United Nations, national governments and civil society can, and will, achieve the twin objectives of
faster growth and greater income equality.

Kofi A. Annan
Secretary-General of the United Nations
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Explanatory notes

Classification by country or commodity group

The classification of countries in this Report generally follows that of the UNCTAD Handbook of
International Trade and Development Statistics 1994.1 It has been adopted solely for the purposes of
statistical or analytical convenience and does not necessarily imply any judgement concerning the stage
of development of a particular country or area.  As noted in the Foreword to the Handbook, the classi-
fication differs from that used previously, in particular as regards regional and total aggregates for
developing countries.

The term �country� refers, as appropriate, also to territories or areas.

References to �Latin America� in the text or tables include the Caribbean countries unless otherwise
indicated.

Unless otherwise stated, the classification by commodity group used in this Report follows generally
that employed in the Handbook of International Trade and Development Statistics 1994.

Other notes

References in the text to TDR are to the Trade and Development Report (of a particular year). For
example, TDR 1996 refers to Trade and Development Report, 1996 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.96.II.D.6).

The term �dollar� ($) refers to United States dollars, unless otherwise stated.

The term �billion� signifies 1,000 million.

The term �tons� refers to metric tons.

Annual rates of growth and change refer to compound rates.

Exports are valued f.o.b. and imports c.i.f., unless otherwise specified.

Use of a hyphen (-) between dates representing years, e.g. 1988-1990, signifies the full period
involved, including the initial and final years.

An oblique stroke (/) between two years, e.g. 1990/91, signifies a fiscal or crop year.

Two dots (..) indicate that the data are not available, or are not separately reported.

A dash (-) or a zero (0) indicates that the amount is nil or negligible.

A dot (.) indicates that the item is not applicable.

A plus sign (+) before a figure indicates an increase; a minus sign (-) before a figure indicates a
decrease.

Details and percentages do not necessarily add to totals because of rounding.

1 United Nations publication, Sales No.E/F.95.II.D.15.
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ACP African, Caribbean and Pacific (group of States)
ACR accumulation/concentration ratio
ASEAN Association of South-East Asian Nations
BIS Bank for International Settlements
CEPAL Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (Comisión Económica

para América Latina y el Caribe)
CEPR Centre for Economic Policy Research (London)
CFA Communauté financière africaine (franc zone)
CIS Commonwealth of Independent States
c.i.f. cost, insurance and freight
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DRF Debt Reduction Facility (of IDA)
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ECGD Export Credits Guarantee Department (United Kingdom)
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ERM Exchange Rate Mechanism of EMS
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FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
FDI foreign direct investment
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GDP gross domestic product
GNP gross national product
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